Wilton student campaigns for Obama
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Hewon’tbeabletovoteinthe Novemberelections<butthatdoesn’tmeanhisvoicewillbesilenced>“ Just
becauselcan’tvotesdoesn’tmeanlcan’tin fluenceothers”ThomasDec:age16<saidonJan>14>“Istill
feellikelcancontributecandultimately<I'mstillgoingtoberepresented>”

Thomas<ajunioratWilton High.School<istheConnecticut HighSchoolstate
coordinatorforStudentsfor BarackObama> He’ sbeentolowaand New Hampshire<andwit hSuper
TuesdayapproachingonFeb>5ThomashashiseyessetonhelpingMr>ObamawinConnecticut>

“We're focusingonConnecticut’ sprimary’<Thomassaid-addinghewantstoseehiscandidateemerge
victoriousinhishomestater

“What'mtryingtodorightnow...istohelpmoldthestrategyandmouve forward’<Thomassaid>“We're
tryingtogetmorestudentinvolvements”

ThomasworkedforatimeforCongressmanChristopherShays< Republicano fthe4th District<in2006¢
butsaiditwas“nothingsigni ficant”comparedtotheworkhe’sdonefor Mr-Obama>

Thesedays<Thomassayshisideologytendstoalignmorewiththe Democrats>He feelslike

Mr>0bama’s“di f ferenttypeo fpolitics”and newblood willbeawelcomedchangeandbringhopeto
America>

“ThethingsIpersonallyagreewithalignwithhisideology’<Thomassaid-addingthat Mr>Obamais
aboutbringingpeopletogether<moving forwardandgettingthingsdoner>

“Ithinkhemeanswhathesays”<Thomassaid>“Heseemsgenuinecandnotarti ficial>”

Mr>0bama“talksaboutincludingindependentsand Republicans<gettingtheminvolvedinthe
process”<Thomassaid>“Itshouldn’tbeonepartydominatingtheother>”

It’saboutcompromisesratherthanonepartysuppressingtheotherandgettingnothingdone<hesaid>

While Mr-Obama’scriticssayhislacko fexperienceinpoliticsonanationallevelisadetrimentto

hiscampaign<Thomassaid you'vegottolookateverythinghehastoo f fer>Idon’tthinkexperience
outweighseverythinghehastoo f fer>”

ThomastraveledtoNewHampshireonTuesday: Jan>8forthestate’ sprimary-the firsto ftheyear>
Althoughpollsshowed Mri>Obamatohaveacommandinglead: HillaryClintonwonthestatecwhile
Mr>0Obama finishedsecond>

“TItwasn’tdisheartening’Thomassaid>“Obviously-we’dliketohavecomein first>”

“Itwascrazy’<Thomassaido fhisexperiencein New Hampshirecwherehecanvassedin Rochesterand
thenwenttoNashuatoattend Mri-Obama’srally>

“Therewerethousandso fpeoplestu f fedintothe fieldhouseo foneo fthehighschoolsthere’<hesaid>



HealsowenttolowainOctober<discussingstrategiesasthecampaignmoved forward>

“Iwastherewithawholebuncho fothercoordinators”hesaid>" Iwasonlythereforthreedaysbecausel

didn’twanttomissschool<butitwascoolbecauselgottomeeteveryoneelsethatworksont hecampaign>”
Thomassaidhisinterestinpoliticsdevelopedonhisownt>

“Ijustthinkit’s fascinatingthatyoucanreallyhaveanin fluenceonpeople’hesaid<adding“there’s
neveradullmoment”inpolitics>

Thomas<whoisamembero fStudentsin Politics<the DebateTeamand ModelU> N>atWH S<saidthe
interestinpoliticsamongyoungerpeopleisnotashighashe’dlike<butadded Mri-Obamapollswellinthe
youngerdemographic>

“Everyoneshouldplayaroleinelectingthenext President’<Thomassaid<“not justyoungpeople<but
middle>agedpeople<olderpeopleandeveryoneinbetweens”

ThomassaidanyoneinterestedinhelpingMri-Obama’scampaignmaye>mailhimat
tdecOstudents forbarackobama>comi>
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